A Romance of Badajoz                 [isn

due to a soldier, never was one so honoured and distinguished as I have
been by the possession of this dear child . . . From that day to this
she has been my guardian angel. She has shared with me the dangers
and privations, the hardships and fatigues, of a restless life of war in every
quarter of the globe. No murmur has ever escaped her. Bereft of
every relative, and of every tie to her country but die recollection of it,
united to a man of different though Christian religion, yet that man has
been and is her all . . .*

There was something divinely fateful in this romantic
bethrothal, for what else but the hand of Destiny could out
of a whole camp have led Juanita to her rightful mate ?

For there was never any question about it, and they settled
down immediately to their happy married life; neither was
there any overhanging cloud of separation to mar this strange
honeymoon, for the young wife followed her husband
throughout the campaign.

1 Sir Harry Smith, Vol. 7, pp. 77, 72.

to 1834, where he did great service in the Kaffir War, and was placed
in command of the new Province of Queen Adelaide, capital King
William's Town.

In 1840 went to India as Deputy Adjutant-General of the Army in
India. Served brilliantly in the First Sikh War. * Was given a separate
command and immortalized himself by winning the famous battle of
Aliwal, January 28th, 1846.

Went to South Africa again in 1847 as Governor of the Cape of Good
Hope. Returned to England 1852, and was present at the last Waterloo
Banquet when the Duke himself proposed his health.

He became personally acquainted with Wellington when a young
officer serving in the Peninsula and conceived for him a love and worship
which was the great inspiration of his life.

The towns of Harrismith, Aliwal North, and Ladysmith in South
Africa, take their names from Sir Harry and his wonderful wife.
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